








GCI to Lead Redevelopment in Historic Russ Building
Climate Works Foundation recently selected GCI General Contractors 
and architects Leddy Maytum Stacy to lead the restoration of its new 
offices at San Francisco’s historic Russ Building at 235 Montgomery. The 
construction of the 15,000 square foot space began in January 2009 and 
will include the removal of existing HVAC, tension fabric architectural 
elements, reclaimed wood and a living wall with a water feature. When 
completed, the project is planning to achieve LEED-CI Platinum level. 

New Search Engine Launched by Pacific Union’s 
Peter Fisler & Leo Neveux
Peter Fisler and Leo Neveux with Pacific Union GMAC Real Estate 
launched www.SearchBayAreaRealEstate.com (also SBARE.com) on 
New Year’s Eve 2008. The site is a Bay Area-focused buyers’ home search 
engine supported by the company’s Realtor network. It offers visitors a 
user-friendly interface, cutting edge real estate search technology, full 
home profiles, virtual tours, saved property searches, property email 

capability and booking of home previews.  

Ellis Family Announces the Passing 
of Harold “Hal” A. Ellis, Jr.
With great sadness, the Ellis family announces the passing 
of Harold A.“Hal” Ellis Jr., Co-Founder of Grubb & Ellis 
Company and Chairman of Ellis Partners LLC. Ellis passed 
away on January 6, 2009 after a ferocious five-year battle 
with metastatic melanoma. Ellis and his business partners, 

Don and John Grubb, founded Grubb & Ellis Company in 1958. Shortly 
thereafter, the Grubb brothers moved on to form other businesses and 
Hal began his long career as Chairman and CEO of the firm. His proudest 
accomplishments included achieving the company’s position as the 
largest independently-owned, publicly traded real estate firm in the 
United States. Ellis spoke often about how proud he was of the group 
of people he was able to work with at Grubb & Ellis throughout his 34 
years with the company. During the last 16 years, he served as Chairman 
and co-founder of Ellis Partners, one of Northern California’s largest 
commercial developers and investors, a firm he co-founded with his 
daughter, Melinda, and son, James.  

U.S. EPA & Partners Kick Off Lifecycle Building Challenge 3
In the third year of the Lifecycle Building Challenge competition, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and its partners are inviting the nation’s 
architects, product developers, educators, environmental leaders and 
students to submit innovative designs that minimize waste, reuse materials 
and cut greenhouse gas emissions. Ideas generated by the contest will 
help jumpstart the building industry toward diverting the more than 
100 million tons of building-related construction and demolition debris 
sent each year to landfills in the United States. This free, Web-based 
competition supports an on-line library of competition entries and green 
building resources. More information about the competition can be found 

at lifecyclebuilding.org.

Derek Parker Recognized With Lifetime Achievement Award 
From American College of Healthcare Architects
Derek Parker, FAIA, FACHA, current board member and former CEO of 
Anshen+Allen, was recognized by the American College of Healthcare 
Architects (ACHA) with the Lifetime Achievement Award’s Hamilton 
Medal. The highest honor bestowed by the ACHA, the award recognizes 
a significant body of work of lasting influence on the theory and practice 
of healthcare architecture. Parker was honored at the ACHA Member 

Luncheon in Washington, D.C. on November 9, 2008.  

Swinerton Surpasses 250 LEED-Accredited Professionals
Swinerton Inc. announced that it has surpassed its goal to credential 
250 LEED-Accredited Professionals within the organization. Swinerton’s 
LEED 250 program started in 2007 when the company had just 45 LEED-
Accredited Professionals. Through a concentrated internal training effort 
and friendly competition between operating regions, Swinerton now has 
more than 264 LEED Accredited Professionals on staff. Most noteworthy 
is that the LEED-Accredited Professionals, who comprise more than 20 
percent of its workforce, range from frontline project superintendents 
and engineers, to senior estimators, business development managers and 
senior executives, including the President of Swinerton Builders. ■

SENT to us continued from page 5
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Commercial Lease Activity Report

ADDRESS CITY LEASE 
SQ. FT. TENANT/REP/BROKERAGE LANDLORD/REP/BROKERAGE NOTES

Alameda County

4770 Willow Rd, #307 Pleasanton 56,206 24 Hour Fitness USA Inc/Terranomics
24 Ventures LLC/Gabe Arechaederra, Ted Helgans & 

Brian Lagomarsino, Colliers International
Offi ce/Flex

3200 Whipple Rd Union City 53,781

Bank of America/David Henderson, Colliers 

International-Oakland;  Kelly Bartholomew, 

Jones Lang LaSalle

Foster/Syme/Cornish & Carey Commercial 

Oncor International

Industrial, 

New Lease

1660-1678 Delta Ct Hayward 26,000 Porteous Realty Investments/Alden Management
McMorgan & Company/Greig Lagomarsino, SIOR & 

Rick Keely, Colliers International- Oakland

Industrial, 

New Lease

30490 San Antonio St Hayward 20,000
Valley Power Systems North Inc/Dan Bergen & 

Kate Webster, Colliers International-Pleasanton
WSB Properties/CBRE Light Industrial

1615 Alvarado St San Leandro 17,415 KRS, LLC/Mark Kol, CB Richard Ellis
San Leandro Industrial Properties/Dan Bergen & 

Kate Webster, Colliers International-Pleasanton

Industrial, 

New Lease

6940 Koll Center Pkwy, 

#100
Pleasanton 11,877 Verigy US Inc/Cushman & Wakefield

Innovis Data Solutions Inc/Mike Carrigg, 

Colliers International-Pleasanton

Offi ce/Flex, 

Sublease

5530 Newpark Mall Rd Newark 10,000 Linen Warehouse Newpark Plaza Associates, LLC-2150 California/
Fernando Cuebas, Cornish & Carey Commercial Retail

1968 Williams St San Leandro 10,000
Hercules Van Lines/Adan Martinez, NAI BT 

Commercial

JBR Gourmet/Brady Thomas & Rick Keely, Colliers 

International-Oakland

Industrial, 

Sublease

2427 Pratt Ave Hayward 8,370
Person Dental Supplies/

Colliers International-Pleasanton

Wireless Connections LLC/Dan Bergen & Kate Webster, 

Colliers International-Pleasanton
Light Industrial

7132 Johnson Dr Pleasanton 5,800 Dogtopia of the Tri-Valley/NAI/BT Commercial
Garnet Bear LP/Mark Triska & Mike Copeland, 

Colliers International-Pleasanton
Light Industrial

3712 Dublin Blvd Dublin 5,700
Buffalo Wild Wings/Sandra Weck & Ron Tong, 

Colliers International-Pleasanton

Charter Properties/Sandra Weck & Ron Tong, 

Colliers International-Pleasanton

Retail, 

Restaurant

6761 Sierra Ct, #D Dublin 5,127 American Services Maintenance/Lee & Associates
Walton CWCA Livermore 23 LLC/Mike Carrigg, 

Colliers International-Pleasanton

Offi ce/Flex, 

Renewal

Contra Costa County

2121 North California 

Blvd
Walnut Creek 24,255 HDR Engineering

California Plaza at Walnut Creek, Inc/Breck Lutz, 

Patrick Reilly & Tom Fehr, Cornish & Carey Commercial
Offi ce

San Francisco County

625 2nd St San Francisco 104,897 "Fox Interactive Media/Jerry Igra, Grubb & Ellis
KBS Realty Advisors/Marc Trovato & Donnette Clarens, 

Cornish & Carey Commercial

Offi ce, Lease 

Renewal and 

Expansion

855 Battery St San Francisco 11,030 GCI General Contractors/Jones Lang LaSalle
CBS Corporation/Bart O'Connor, Ben Stern, Jeff Arrillaga & 

John Cashin, Cornish & Carey Commercial
Offi ce

201 Mission St San Francisco 8,910
Cannon Design/Jean Ko, TRI Commercial/

Corfac International

Lexis Nexis/Nathan Zoucha, Mark McGranahan, 

Cushman & Wakefi eld

Offi ce, 

Sublease, 

4.5 years

180 Montgomery St San Francisco 7,382

Snyder Miller & Orton/Todd Motoyoshi, 

Shannon Dolan & Rachel Pagan/

Cornish & Carey Commercial

Swig Company-220 Montgomery St 10th Flr Offi ce

San Mateo County

1098 San Mateo Ave, 

Suite 7
S San Francisco 10,309 Dave, Inc/Carla Scimemi, GVA Kidder Matthews

Andrews Bloom, LLC/Jesse Cardenas, 

Coldwell Banker Commercial
Industrial

1810 Gateway Blvd San Mateo 5,831
Bayhill Therapeutics/Gregg Walker/ 

Jones Lang LaSalle
Equity Office/Kevin Waldman/NAI BT Commercial Direct Lease

Santa Clara County

331 E Evelyn Ave Sunnyvale 58,242 Conceptus/Rich Branning, Jones Lang LaSalle RREEF/Jack Troedson, Cornish & Carey Commercial Renewal

3200 Whipple Rd Union City 53,781 Bank of America-1001 4th Ave.
Woodstock, Nearon/Joe Fabian & Steve Kapp/

Cornish & Carey Commercial
Industrial

801 Fox Ln San Jose 48,000 Mersion/Rich Branning, Jones Lang LaSalle The Irvine Company/Mark Schmitt, CB Richard Ellis Direct Lease

10460 Bandley Dr Cupertino 28,368 Apple Inc.
Cupertino Industrial Associates/Brad Lyman & 

Rod Scherba, Cornish & Carey Commercial
Offi ce

2804 Mission College 

Blvd
Santa Clara 18,696

Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy LLP-2121 

Tasman/Howie Dallmar & Brad Lyman, Cornish & 

Carey Commercial

CAP Associates III-2804 Mission College Offi ce

2040 Hartog Ave San Jose 13,752
Angular Marching/Rick Bell, Armand Tiano/

Cornish & Carey Commercial

Frazzitta Family/Rick Bell & Armand Tiano/

Cornish & Carey Commercial
Industrial

The information contained herein is based upon sources which we believe to be reliable, but no representation, express or implied, is made with respect to the accuracy, 
completeness or reliability of the information or opinions in this  report. The Registry, First American or other information providers do not accept responsibility or liability for any 
direct, indirect, special, consequential or other losses or damages of whatsoever kind arising out of access to, or the use of this information.



Commercial  Sales Activity Report

ADDRESS CITY PROPERTY 
SIZE BUYER SELLER PRICE PRODUCT

TYPE BROKER(S)

Alameda County

5675 Sunol Blvd Pleasanton 94,373
JDS Properties 

Inc.

Meadowbrook Meat Co 

Inc./Jeff Kowalk 
4,714,000 Industrial n/a

2390 4th St Berkeley 26,366 Amod Chopra
Fire in the Hole LLC/

Virginia Holmes 
4,826,500 Industrial n/a

Contra Costa County

400 Taylor Blvd Pleasant Hill 60,000

400 Taylor 

Holdings LLC/

Bimal Patel

Brad Skepner 11,700,000 Offi ce n/a

5107 Clayton Rd Concord 48,000
TKG CA Storage/

Michael Bunam

Aspara Inc./

Donald Pacini
637,500 Retail n/a

13201 San Pablo Ave San Pablo 27,039

San Pablo 

Properties LLC/

Timothy Chen

Kim Short Boehm 

Irrevocable Liquidating 

Trust

4,700,000 Offi ce n/a

San Francisco County

2301-2303 Mission St San Francisco 19,260

Mission Resource 

Center LLC/

Luis Granaldos

Mission Financial 

LLC/Steve Ramn 
4,850,000 Retail Sean Heffran/Colliers International

2255 North Point St San Francisco 13,086/12 units

Preston 

Properties LLC/

Walter J Schmidt

Terese Raymond 4,225,000 Multi-Family
Lori Abreu-Bennnett/

Hillcrest Properties

706 Sansome St San Francisco 9,000

Sansome 706 

LLC/Richard 

Saveri

706 Sansome Street 

Partners LLC/

Alan Vacela

6,800,000 Offi ce Bill Doyle/TRI Commercial

3560 21st St San Francisco 7,056/10 units John Conomos Paul Pehargou 2,050,000 Multi-Family Marc Wilson/TRI Coldwell Banker

1043-1053 Fell St San Francisco 5,527/9 units Dennis Breen Jonathan Downing 2,240,000 Multi-Family
Rafael Galiano/

TRI Coldwell Banker

San Mateo County

808 Comet Dr Foster City 45,147/43 units Thang Hwang Wu
Kula Kai Assoc/

John Klimp
10,900,000 Multi-Family Tom Doglio/Marcus and Millichap

4025 Bohannon Dr Menlo Park 13,679
Robert 

Williamson
Harmon Burns 3,450,000 Industrial

Ben Paul and Mike Moran/

NAI BT Commercial

Santa Clara County

1085 Morse Ave Sunnyvale
609,890/

617 units
Legacy Partners Nearon Enterprises undisclosed Multi-Family n/a

18735 Madrone Pkwy Morgan Hill 151,242 John Mannix
TBI Mission West LLC/

Brad Krouskup

65,000,000 per 

Globe Street
Industrial n/a

18880 Homestead Rd Cupertino 101,300 Menlo Equities iStar Financial undisclosed Offi ce n/a

1565 Mabury Rd San Jose 69.968
Intercontinental 

Real Estate Corp
Milpitas Indistrial Props 68,000,000 Industrial n/a

Commercial Sales Activity Report

THERegistry

A small way to stand out.

To inquire about ad rates, call 415.738.6434

For-Sale Transaction 

Data provided by:

First American Title Insurance Company

National Commercial Services 

New Website  www.ncs.fi rstam.com/norcal
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FINAL OFFER  |  ANDY BALL

O ver the last 30 years, Webcor has built many California landmark buildings, with 

its latest accomplishment the remarkable California Academy of Sciences in San 

Francisco’s Golden Gate Park. This San Mateo-based builder has a very broad footprint 

in the Bay Area and across the West Coast, and Andy Ball, its president, has been instrumental in 

orchestrating its success. Webcor’s accomplishments, however, are even more significant when 

put into context of its efforts to advance its industry and provide a meaningful support system in 

its community. We sit down with Ball to get a closer look at what makes Webcor special.

Advancing Building Innovation
By Vladimir Bosanac

Most people know that Webcor did an 
amazing job with the recently-opened 
California Academy of Sciences in San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park. What is 
probably less known is that this was one 
of the few public projects in recent 
history in which Webcor engaged, and 
that in doing so it has helped shape some 
of the city’s development regulations. 
Could you give us a sense of that effort?

In the past, we purposely avoided public 
jobs because the public-sector building 
process almost always leads to guaranteed 
failure, guaranteed fi ght and a guaranteed 
lawsuit. However, when we were selected 
to build the California Academy of Sciences 
we had to confront the fact that part of the 
funding came from public general obliga-
tion bond money, which meant that we 
would have to follow the Department of 
Public Works’ public contracting laws. We 
like to engage key subcontractors while the 
project is still in the design phase, which 
allows us to tap their expertise and come 
up with the best and most cost effective 
solutions. This is diffi cult to do in traditional 
public-sector building, so we worked with 
the City of San Francisco to craft two new 
ordinances, which gave us and the Depart-
ment of Public Works the power to pre-
qualify sub-contractors. This was the fi rst 
time in the history of San Francisco that 
when public funds were used on a project 
that it didn’t lead to litigation. Now we are 
working with other municipalities to make 
similar changes to their public-bidding 
processes.   

Innovation in sustainability is a big focus 
for Webcor, and you have taken that a 
step further by partnering with Navitas 
Capital of Berkeley to identify new build-
ing materials and advanced technologies 
focused on green building practices. 
You will in essence help guide Navitas 
to invest in innovation and at the same 
become a customer of those new compa-
nies. Can you tell us how this deal came 
about and what it means for Webcor?

The face-to-face relationship between 
Navitas and Webcor began in January at 
the annual Clean-Tech Investor Summit in 
Palm Springs. Webcor’s Vice President of 
Sustainability and Technical Systems, Phil 
Williams, was a guest speaker and Navitas 
founders, Travis Putnum and Jim Pettit, 
were in the audience. VC fi rms know about 
startups, fi nancing, R&D and cash fl ow but 
not necessarily the details of the construc-
tion industry. The unique perspective and 
experience that a general contractor like 
Webcor can bring to the evaluation of new 
construction methods, technical systems 
and sales and distribution models, can be 
very helpful in vetting the types of compa-
nies in which Navitas is interested. Web-
cor’s 35 years of construction and business 
experience coupled with our real-time 
knowledge of the most pressing sustain-
ability issues (and opportunities) creates a 
broad yet deep basis for our relationship. 

The fact that you are in close proximity 
to Silicon Valley gives you tremendous 
perspective on technological innovation, 
as well. Technology is in Webcor’s fabric 
and applied on every job site. Can you 
tell us how technology has transformed 
Webcor’s work and how you see its 
application expanding in the future, 
as well?

Webcor has always been an early adopter 
of technology, but we are also an advancer 
of technology. We invested in Stanford’s 
Center for Integrated Facilities Engineering 
(CIFE), supporting graduate research that 
has led to innovations for construction, de-
sign and engineering. We invest in The Val-
ley, and we are now harvesting the benefi ts 
of Building Information Modeling (BIM) 
technology. BIM allows us to model our 
projects digitally and solve problems in the 
virtual realm before we start construction—
before problems cost real money to fi x. 

We have to ask a question around the 
current state of the economy, but we’ll 
steer away from the doom and gloom 
tone. What will be some sure markers of 

recovery that we will see fi rst? When do 
you foresee that we’ll start seeing them?

Within every economic downturn there are 
still opportunities for success. But you have 
to prepare for these times three years in 
advance. The current downturn is a neces-
sary adjustment to an overblown economy. 
Like the purging effect of a forest fi re that 
sets the stage for the germination and 
growth of future trees, what appears like 
a disaster is actually setting the stage for 
future growth. However, it will be a couple 
of years before we start to see signs of 
recovery. These early signs will be the 
germination of new types of companies 
and industries such as green-technology 
and stem-cell research. When the recovery 
begins we will be looking at a brave new 
world of great opportunity. It is at these 
points in time where there is the greatest 
opportunity for new growth and participa-
tion in the new industries that will fuel the 
economic recovery.

Philanthropy is big part of Webcor’s 
corporate philosophy. Can you give us 
a sense of how this has driven you as 
an executive and how much effort the 
company has put into helping non-profi t 
organizations in the Bay Area?

I believe that it is the fundamental obli-
gation to give back to the community in 
which you are living and working. Person-
ally and as a company, we are very focused 
on endeavors that help our youth become 
productive members of society. I serve as 
the chairman of the Bay Area Council’s 
Education Reform Committee, which 
researches and advocates the adoption of 
best practices for raising scholastic 
performance in our schools. I am also a 
past President and current Executive Board 
member of the San Francisco Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America. Webcor 
employees donate their time and talents 
to wide variety of non-profi t organizations 
and this year will be our 20th anniversary 
participating in the annual Rebuilding 
Together program.    ■ P
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ELEVATE YOUR PITCH

A creative agency  for the real estate market, Neoscape brings 

the visions of your highest profile projects to life. Our studio 

has pioneered storytelling and visualization for development 

and destination markets worldwide, taking the industry to 

new heights of digital artistry and technological innovation. 

We are filmmakers, artists, programmers, and designers creating 

insightful experiences on every scale imaginable. We like to 

call this Experiential Design | Visualization.

+1.617.345.0330    INFO@NEOSCAPE.COM    NEOSCAPE.COM

E X P E R I E N T I A L  D E S I G N  |  V I S U A L I Z AT I O N




